CHAPTER IX

THE ETHICS OF WORK AND OF ART

IT was in Ms forty-sixth year (March 1864) that a
great change took place in the life of Ruskin by the
death of his father, and his own inheritance of a large
fortune, the growing infirmity of his venerable mother,
and the arrival in the home of his cousin, Joanna
Ruskin Agnew, who eventually became Mrs. Arthur
Severn, and remained beside him till his death. The
seven years between his father's death and his mother's,
and the final removal to Coniston, where he passed the
last thirty years of his life, were years of varied activ-
ity and incessant lecturing, travelling, and writing, of
domestic sorrow, of illness, increasing irritation and
meditation, and a perpetual brooding over the social
and political problems of that crowded time.

One night, early in 1864, on returning at midnight
from a class at the Working Men's College, he found
his father waiting for him to read to him some letters,
and in a few days the old man was dead, in his seventy-
ninth year. He was buried at Shirley Church, in
Surrey, and the son inscribed upon his tomb these
words: " He was an entirely honest merchant, and his
memory is to all who keep it dear and helpful. His
son, whom he loved to the uttermost, and taught to
speak truth, says this of him."
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